
Example 3: Personal Project- Study Habits 

Criterion A B C D 

Level achieved 6 4 6 6 

Criterion A: 
Investigating 

 

5-6 The student: 
i. defines a clear and challenging goal and context for the project, based on personal 

interests 
ii. identifies prior learning and subject-specific knowledge generally relevant to the 

project 
iii. demonstrates substantial research skills. 

 

This work achieved level 6 because the student: 
 identifies prior learning and knowledge generally relevant to the project 
 demonstrates fairly substantial research skills which were evidenced to a certain extent in the report 
 defines a clear and relatively challenging goal. 

The work would have achieved a higher level if the student had: 
 sought a range of perspectives from multiple and varied sources to further the project 
 understood the benefits and limitations of personal sensory learning preferences when accessing and 

processing information. 
 

Criterion B: 
Planning 

 

3-4 The student: 
i. develops adequate criteria for the product/outcome 

ii. presents an adequate plan and record of the development process of the project 
iii. demonstrates adequate self-management skills. 

 

This work achieved level 4 because the student: 
 seems to have planned the criteria with hindsight, although the goal is clearly set from the start 
 records her planning and development adequately in the report and journal extracts. 

The work would have achieved a higher level if the student had: 
 managed her time better (as evidenced in the journal extracts) 
 had taken a more methodical approach to her own self-management skills, outlining clear criteria from the 

outset, to work toward planned strategies and actions to achieve personal milestones and project goals (such 
as inserting the link on the questionnaire on learning styles into the website, and so on). 
 

Criterion C: Taking 
Action 

 

5-6 The student: 
i. creates a substantial product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and 

criteria 
ii. demonstrates substantial thinking skills 

iii. demonstrates substantial communication and social skills. 

This work achieved level 6 because the student: 
 provides clear evidence that the product is well connected to the goal, context and criteria 
 shows thinking skills and social skills through the journal extracts, the product and the presentation to the 

assembly. 
The work would have achieved a higher level if the student had: 

 identified clearer and more rigorous criteria at the outset of the project to better guide the creation of the 
product 

 had considered multiple alternatives and collaborated with peers and experts during decision making. 



Criterion D: 
Reflecting 

 

5-6 The student: 
i. presents a substantial evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or 

her criteria 
ii. presents substantial reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her 

knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 
iii. presents substantial reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the 

project. 
 

This work achieved level 5 because the student: 
 presents substantial reflection on her development as a learner and on how the project has extended her 

knowledge and understanding. 
The work would have achieved a higher level if the student had: 

 presented a more substantial evaluation of the quality of the product and created more rigorous criteria from 
the outset so that the evaluation of the quality of the outcome could have been of a higher standard 

 identified strengths, weaknesses and possible improvements of the product. 
 

 


